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The Word of God
Welcome
Opening Hymn #416 For the Beauty of the Earth
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Collect of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the
supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lessons
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Moses said: The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own
people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on
the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever
again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have
said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in
the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. Anyone who does not
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any
prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I
have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”
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The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 111
1 Hallelujah!
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, *
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
2 Great are the deeds of the LORD! *
they are studied by all who delight in them.
3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, *
and his righteousness endures for ever.
4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *
the LORD is gracious and full of compassion.
5 He gives food to those who fear him; *
he is ever mindful of his covenant.
6 He has shown his people the power of his works *
in giving them the lands of the nations.
7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *
all his commandments are sure.
8 They stand fast for ever and ever, *
because they are done in truth and equity.
9 He sent redemption to his people;
he commanded his covenant for ever; *
holy and awesome is his Name.
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; *
those who act accordingly have a good understanding;
his praise endures for ever.
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge
puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary
knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. Hence, as to the eating of food offered to
idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed,
even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and
many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. It is not
everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until
now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak,
is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better
off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to
the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they
not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So
by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin
against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them
to fall.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Mark.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
3

Mark 1:21-28
Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and
taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of
God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit,
convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on
asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of
Galilee.
The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Homily

The Rev. Kim J. Litsey
~ A short silence will be kept ~

Celebrant: Let us reaffirm our faith with The Nicene Creed.
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People
Deacon: God of light and life, may our prayers be lifted up to you in this time of hope.
Lector: We pray for your church, for our diocese, bishops, clergy and all those who minister the gospel.
Lord, hear our prayers.
Lector: God of wonder and mystery, we pray for all who are coming to faith, all who wonder about faith,
and all who are struggling with faith.
Lord, hear our prayers.
Lector: God of abundant love, be our source of joy in proclaiming your Good News to the world.
Lord, hear our prayers.
Lector: Light of all creation, we pray for those in need of food, shelter, clothing, and of God's healing
touch, especially those for whom we now name (please name those on your heart) _______
Lord, hear our prayers.
Lector: God of might, we pray for the world both far away and nearby, especially where there are
economic hardships, injustice, and suffering, (please name those on your heart) ___________
Lord, hear our prayers.
Lector: God of steadfast care, fuel our passion to challenge injustice and violence and to pursue peace
and reconciliation.
Lord, hear our prayers.
Lector: God of grace, we pray for the land on which we stand, and the peoples, creatures, vegetation and
waters around us.
Lord, hear our prayers.
Celebrant: God of glorious light, your love inspires us to hope and to bring before you our needs. You
illuminate the path we are to follow and open our hearts to dream dreams and see visions of your
Kingdom. Kindle that light within us, that in our prayers and service we may know your transforming
presence at work in the world around us. All this we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Confession of Sins
Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
~ Silence may be kept ~
Celebrant and People:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake
of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
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† THE HOLY COMMUNION †
Offertory Hymn #662 Abide with Me
The Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen
† THE GREAT THANKSGIVING †
Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a
new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above
all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People:
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. James and all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Silence
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Celebrant and People: God of love and grace, of justice and peace, we give you thanks that in the
Holy Sacrament you assure us of your presence within us, within the body of Christ, and the faithful
through all the generations. Grant that we who have witnessed anew these holy mysteries, though
unable to receive the physical elements of the Sacrament, may be moved by your indwelling Spirit
ever more fully to embody your holy and life-giving presence, reshaping in your likeness the world
around us, until we are gathered at last into the fullness of your glorious and eternal presence;
through Christ our Risen Lord. Amen.
A Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Celebrant and People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Announcements
Epiphany Blessing †
May Christ, the son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you
always. Amen.
Recessional Hymn: LEVAS #227 We Shall Overcome
The Dismissal

Announcements
COMMUNITY MEAL Join other parishioners in supporting mission in our community. St.
James, Grace Church and Christ Church are working together to fight food Insecurity in the
Greater Norwich Area. Every Sunday a faith community in the region provides a “To-Go” Meal to
ensure no one goes without when the soup kitchen at St. Vincent DePaul Place is closed. Our
first commitment date for 2021 is February 7. We have signed on for 100 turkey wraps, which
should be child’s play for the generous hands of St. James and Grace. The wraps may be made
at home and delivered to the church.
All those interested in sandwich making for the event should call Dawn (860-889-0150) at the
office or email her at office@stjamespreston.org to sign up. Please make your commitment by
today, January 31. Details will be provided once you have committed. Thank you and God
Bless.
St. James will hold its 287th Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 31, immediately following our
9 am worship service and Coffee Hour. Due to COVID we will meet virtually. You will be able to
participate via Zoom by video and phone (see the email for the link and phone number).
Dwelling in the Word & Compline: Thursdays, 7:00 - 8:00 pm via Zoom.
Guided Healing Prayers: Fridays, 8:00 am via Zoom.
Our Work Anti-Racism Discussion Group will meet on Monday, February 8, 7:00 pm via Zoom.

8

