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The Liturgy of the Word 

Welcome 

Opening Hymn #423 Immortal, Invisible  
  

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
  

The Gloria (Spoken) 

Glory to god in the highest, 

   and peace to his people on earth.                                                                                                                           

Lord God, heavenly King, 

   almighty God and Father, 

   we worship you, we give you thanks, 

   we praise you for your glory.                                                                                                                               

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

   Lord God, Lamb of God,                                                                                                                                                           

you take away the sin of the world: 

   have mercy on us;                                                                                                                                                       

you are seated at the right hand 

   of the Father: 

   receive our prayer.                                                                                                                                                 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

   you alone are the Lord,                                                                                                                                              

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

   in the glory of God the Father, Amen.  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:      And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.  
  

The Collect 

 Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we may 

proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 

Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see Saul again until 

the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul king over 

Israel. The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 

over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 

the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the 

sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 

Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 

trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; 

sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to 

the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 

the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 

because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
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the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither 

has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 

this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not 

chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 

youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 

until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 

handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 

anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 

forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
  

The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                      

People: Thanks be to God  

Psalm 20 

1 May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble, * 

the Name of the God of Jacob defend you; 

2 Send you help from his holy place * 

and strengthen you out of Zion; 

3 Remember all your offerings * 

and accept your burnt sacrifice; 

4 Grant you your heart's desire * 

and prosper all your plans. 

5 We will shout for joy at your victory 

and triumph in the Name of our God; * 

may the LORD grant all your requests. 

6 Now I know that the LORD gives victory to his anointed; * 

he will answer him out of his holy heaven, 

with the victorious strength of his right hand. 

7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, * 

but we will call upon the Name of the LORD our God. 

8 They collapse and fall down, * 

but we will arise and stand upright. 

9 O LORD, give victory to the king * 

and answer us when we call. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10,14-17 

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the 

Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the 

body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all 

of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been 

done in the body, whether good or evil. For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one 

has died for all; therefore, all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 

themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a 

human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in 

that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new!  
  

The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                                      

People: Thanks be to God 
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Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 

People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

 Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise 

night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the 

stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 

because the harvest has come.” He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 

on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as 

they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to 

his disciples. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                                                   

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

The Homily                                                                                                                 The Rev. Kim J. Litsey                                              

~ a short silence will be kept ~ 

Nicene Creed                                                                                                             | BCP Page 358   

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
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    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
  

Celebrant:   Come Holy Spirit fill our hearts with the assurance of your grace and mercy as we pray to you our 

almighty and wondrous God. May your life-giving Holy Spirit fall like rain upon all the people throughout the 

world so that we are united to one another in our desire for peace, love, and joy.   
 

Come, Holy Spirit and fill us with your love, 

People: Grant us your peace. 
 

Pour out your Spirit upon our President and the leaders of the nations and for all who govern and hold authority 

over the welfare of the people, that they may ensure the dignity of all by lifting up the need for economic 

balance, food security, and a healthy environment.  Renew a sense of care and kindness, 

People: We bid you gracious God. 
 

For the holy friendship of Grace and St. James, and for all who gather for the breaking of the bread throughout 

the community. May the Holy Spirit invite us to holy work that we cannot foresee or imagine.  Enliven our 

hearts to dream dreams and see visions;  

People:  May you be glorified in all that we are invited to do.  
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that they may share with all your saints in your eternal 

Kingdom. May they and all who mourn feel the presence of the Holy Spirit, and let the peace that passes all 

understanding be with them. 

People: We pray to your gracious God.  
 

Comfort and heal all those who are suffering from any illness or adversity that they may find your life giving 

Spirit in the midst of their challenges.  Specifically, we ask for prayers for those on our prayer list and please 

add others either silently or aloud...    Give them a sense of hope in the redeemer and our advocate,  

People: Now and forever good Lord.   
 

Celebrant: Almighty and eternal God, you sent the Holy Spirit to be our comforter and to lead us into truth and 

enable us to grow into the likeness of Christ.  Look with compassion upon your people and help us to be 

empowered by your Holy Spirit to follow the way of Jesus by bringing peace, love and joy to the world.  Amen. 
 

Confession of Sins 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

~ silence ~ 

Celebrant and People:  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Absolution 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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† THE HOLY COMMUNION † 
  
Offertory Hymn #680 Oh God Our Help in Ages Past 
  

The Presentation of the Gifts: The Doxology 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise Him all creatures here below, 
 Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. 
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen                                                                                                                                    

  
† THE GREAT THANKSGIVING †  

Eucharistic Prayer A                                                                                                                    | BCP Page 361                                                                                                            
  

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth through Jesus Christ our Lord.  In fulfillment of his true promise, the 

Holy Spirit came down on this day from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into 

all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to 

serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations.  Therefore we praise you, joining our 

voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
  

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, 

to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 

the whole world. 
. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words 

concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 

consecrated. 
  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  

Celebrant and People: 

Christ has died. 
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Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
  

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 

drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 

serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 
  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
  

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                          | BCP Page 364                                                                                                             

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy Name,  

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done,  

      on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory, 

     for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

The Breaking of the Bread  
  

Celebrant:  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us, 
People:      Therefore let us keep the feast. 
  

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
  

~ silence ~ 
  

A Prayer for Communion  
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

People: God of love and grace, of justice and peace, we give you thanks that in the Holy Sacrament you assure 

us of your presence within us, within the body of Christ, and the faithful through all the generations. Grant that 

we who have witnessed anew these holy mysteries, even when unable to receive the physical elements of the 

Sacrament, may be moved by your indwelling Spirit ever more fully to embody your holy and life-giving 

presence, reshaping in your likeness the world around us, until we are gathered at last into the fullness of your 

glorious and eternal presence; through Christ our Risen Lord. Amen. 
  

The Prayer after Communion:    
 Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the  

spiritual food of the most precious  

Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
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that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

Blessing † 
  

May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to 

proclaim the wonderful works of God; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

                                                                        

Closing Hymn #569 God the Omnipotent   
 

The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People:    Thanks be to God.    
 

Announcements     Please remain seated. 
 

 

 
 

News & Announcements   
 

2021 Graduations: please send the names, and the school they attended, of youth and adults in 
your family who have graduated in 2021 to office@stjamespreston.org by Tuesday, June 15. We will 
be recognizing their accomplishments at both services on June 20. (Note, for the live-stream service 
only their first names will be said aloud to protect their privacy.) 
 
On Friday, June 5th the 19th Annual Phil Ludlow Golf classic was held, and 88 wonderful golfers, 
friends and family gathered at the Cedar Ridge Golf course in East Lyme. With laughter and 
comradery that overwhelmed the owners of the course, clearly everyone felt that God had blessed 
this gathering. For the 22 teams, who set a tournament record in attendance and donations, they 
shared fist bumps (some even hugged) as group photos and fine food graced the event. Sounds of 
Joy were heard throughout the community as all rejoiced to be together again. St. Elaine Hess from 
St. James scores 88 and takes second place for women. A young engineer from EB who won the 
raffle donated his winnings of $394 to send “Kids to Camp.” 
 
Parke Spicer Sr. Memorial Service will be held here at St. James, Saturday, June 19 at 11:00 am. 
Reception to follow at the Preston VFW, 28 Spicer Rd, Preston. All are welcome.  
 
ECCT invitations to explore: 
A group of people in ECCT have been working with the Connecticut River Conservancy to plan two 
different events to Cherish and Celebrate on the Connecticut River.  
Next Tuesday, June 15 will be a time of worship both in person in Old Lyme, CT and through Zoom, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. This will be followed by members of the Connecticut River 
Conservancy speaking, briefly, about their own care for the river. People may register for either option 
here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cherish-celebrate-on-the-connecticut-river-tickets-153881410441 

mailto:office@stjamespreston.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nS0fsC4fgMj4mXSoI3Vk8Qn7g7vrDSw5cReOst9RqWdaKafIKQpPyOaoRSbtaG-WJHlwl8m88gpiO12TVSY5f9PEltmmA-MkAI1HB43sKXNq01_D_SZFdhmeSt-YU1yVWhLpHvOXhJfJSEhs85Z0N6KmnWrT9lX9oyPFrS583ZCkiB0ng6JPYPmOgM9AIs_dMh2TsWtKpn41LgPVTBzsFnbw8wbpat2xPiP4uZXCckI=&c=BrNNJZSvCvQuvqjHbpvN3f_T7YyIkMXCpCsam44BUJoSRtdgFtXN6Q==&ch=gMWTIwpdg1AvAWNFaveCUSsH9pSaqciJqDT-TpJXAAEHfGdp-5Js4A==&jrc=1
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On Saturday, June 26 will be a “Choose your own Adventure Day” at Riverside Park in Hartford. 
Folks may choose from paddling with Bishop Ian or walking with a member of the CRC or planting a 
tree with Jack Hale from Church of the Good Shepherd, Hartford. Or exploring the park on your 
own. All will join together for a time of worship at 12:30 p.m., led by the Rev. Canon Jorge Pallares of 
our Cathedral and featuring Mixashawn Rosie of the River Tribes. Following worship, you’re invited to 
bring a picnic lunch and visit with your fellow Episcopalians from up and down the river. You may 
register for any of the adventures on that day, at:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cherish-celebrate-on-
the-connecticut-river-tickets-153883388357 
 

Tickets are still available for the Unwind Your Mind Fundraiser at the Preston Ridge Winery 
Thursday June 17, 6:00 to 9:00 pm. Tickets are $30 which includes a glass of select wine. Food 
trucks will be available and live music to enjoy. All proceeds will be used to purchase Cardio 
Equipment for Preston Plains Middle School fitness center. Please contact Heather Helwig from the 
Preston PTO at 603-986-2432 to purchase tickets or with any questions you may have about this 
event.  
 

Ledyard Farmers’ Market is now open! Every Wednesday starting June 2 through September 15, 
from 4 to 7:00 pm located at the Ledyard Town Green, 740 Colonel Ledyard Highway, Ledyard.  
Many new vendors, shopping, grab a bite to eat from several food trucks, entertainment, raffles and 
much more.  
Please note: new entrance between the Bill Library and Fairway Drive. Look for the farmers’ market signs.  
 

Free CT Food Bank Drive-Thru Food Distribution: Every Monday in Norwich until August 31. 
Address: 28 Stonington Road, Norwich, CT 06360 - in the parking lot across from Pistol Pete’s Bar & 
Grill Hours: 9:30am - 12pm 
 

Compline and Dwelling in the Word: Thursdays, 7pm via Zoom 
Guided Healing Prayer: Fridays, 8am via Zoom. 
  
  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nS0fsC4fgMj4mXSoI3Vk8Qn7g7vrDSw5cReOst9RqWdaKafIKQpPyOaoRSbtaG-W94G1zjTw-F7ajeCuW5FmDPDB-t1C4ENgteBfaNsqnt-Xh-N7QnpIdZjrBk6hJ02SSwYwfzS-X8DU-gtXssWqFJZtk0iSTpdizVydPy2l3ScLZZn6ojldUsBYDT8Hu5mjYjNwJwkMDcoidBIHdef0ay4bZReIXDtusGnSe9dVk5Y=&c=BrNNJZSvCvQuvqjHbpvN3f_T7YyIkMXCpCsam44BUJoSRtdgFtXN6Q==&ch=gMWTIwpdg1AvAWNFaveCUSsH9pSaqciJqDT-TpJXAAEHfGdp-5Js4A==&jrc=1
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nS0fsC4fgMj4mXSoI3Vk8Qn7g7vrDSw5cReOst9RqWdaKafIKQpPyOaoRSbtaG-W94G1zjTw-F7ajeCuW5FmDPDB-t1C4ENgteBfaNsqnt-Xh-N7QnpIdZjrBk6hJ02SSwYwfzS-X8DU-gtXssWqFJZtk0iSTpdizVydPy2l3ScLZZn6ojldUsBYDT8Hu5mjYjNwJwkMDcoidBIHdef0ay4bZReIXDtusGnSe9dVk5Y=&c=BrNNJZSvCvQuvqjHbpvN3f_T7YyIkMXCpCsam44BUJoSRtdgFtXN6Q==&ch=gMWTIwpdg1AvAWNFaveCUSsH9pSaqciJqDT-TpJXAAEHfGdp-5Js4A==&jrc=1

